
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 

Wednesday, March 1, 2017  

 

Minutes 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 

Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati and Peter J. Romano, Jr.; 

Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Assistant Superintendent of Parks Michael S. 

Manware 

Absent/Excused:  Vice Chairman Michael T. DeFeo and Commissioner Albert A. Natelli, Jr.  

 

There was a quorum. 

 

MINUTES: 

Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Chairman Fasulo, to accept the minutes of 

the February 1, 2017 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  

1. Southington Travel Baseball.  Mr. Lapreay introduced Kevin Gravel, Mick Massarelli and 

Leif Laframboise by giving brief sport league backgrounds of the men.  The group plans to 

create a merged single travel league for all Southington kids ages 9 to 18.  It would be a 

nonprofit entity.  Purpose of the combined league would be to keep kids in town and allow kids 

who wish to pursue more competitive play the option to do so.  They would still keep kids in the 

little league but give them more opportunity to play more ball if they want to.  Currently they are 

going to other out of town competitive leagues (Diamond Kings and TCB were mentioned as 

examples).  The program would be for developing players and coaches and build a feeder 

program to the high school.  The three little leagues (North, South and West) have agreed to 

work with the group.  The plan is to create a committee or “board” made up of equal parts from 

each of the leagues across town including representation from the high school.  The “board” 

would assist and help set future direction for growth and development.   

 

The men came to this board to let them know the plans.  They are hoping this would be a model 

to discourage any future groups wishing to start their own travel league.  Mr. Lapreay 

commented that they will need access to the fields.  There was a meeting a couple of weeks ago 

and everyone is on board with the plan.  It seems to be going smoothly.  It will be difficult 

because of all the field usage.  Question arose about tryouts for the travel league.  Yes, there will 

be tryouts but there would also be a “development” team for those who are not eligible for the 

travel league.  The Blue Knights have a benefactor keeping the cost under $250.  They are 

hoping other people and groups will want to support them. 

 

Park Board members liked the idea of getting everyone in the leagues to agree to work together.  

Commissioner Romano said while this board has no jurisdiction over the travel league, he 
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recommended that the parents be made aware of helping to keep the fields in good shape.  It’s 

important. 

 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 

 

REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 

Mr. Lapreay said some registrations are coming up.  Summer camp (Playground Program) opens 

online March 18.  We have four sessions and this year we are staggering the registration start 

times for each session.  For example, Session 1 will start at 9:00 a.m., Session 2 at 9:15 a.m. and 

so on.  This should help since it can get crazy trying to sign up kids in more than one session.  He 

also said that Julia went one step further and made a YouTube video about the process.  It is 

basically a tutorial for how to complete the registration forms since that has caused issues in the 

past.  He gave kudos to Julia for a great job. 

 

Youth Theater registration opens online on March 21 for the middle school and high school kids.  

March 25 is the in person registration for the younger kids.  Softball registration is currently 

open and ends March 24.  Mr. Lapreay is hoping to open registration for Camp RISE for special 

needs next week.  He is finalizing some things. 

 

One new program starting in April is an Adaptive Fitness Class for special needs.  The head 

counselor from the Playground Program will run the program.  It will be held at DePaolo on 

Monday nights for five weeks.  Mr. Lapreay noted that the staff at DePaolo has been more than 

open with him and allowing use of some equipment and he is grateful for that. 

 

Field lighting.  Western was the next facility in line and they are looking forward to it.  Mr. 

Lapreay talked to Mark Sciota and Garry Brumback about it.  He is meeting with Musco next 

week.  Will need to meet with the electrical inspectors in town.  May need to do a bit of electrical 

work first and, if needed, will meet with Eversource. 

 

Wint Filipek, to whom we have donated tennis balls for his tournaments for many years, came in 

last week and donated two tennis nets to the town.  It was a thoughtful gesture on his part and we 

appreciate it. 

 

Lifeguards.  Mr. Lapreay was notified by Human Resources that all lifeguards need to have 

Hepatitis B vaccinations or they cannot be a lifeguard.  All forms sent to previous staff include 

the question whether or not they have the Hep B vaccination.  Hopefully it is not an issue since 

most kids should have it already. 

 

Activate Southington.  Mr. Lapreay said he is on this committee made up of various people 

throughout the town which promotes healthy lifestyles.  They also oversee the Farmers Market.  

They want to have flags made up similar to what is on the Green.  A sample was in the packet.  

They asked if the flags can be put up during the time of the Farmers Market (July through 

October).  Mr. Manware has no issue with it.  The flags would not be purchased by the town; we 

would just put them up.  The Bicentennial flag would have to come down for these to go up.  

Some discussion followed regarding how many flags would be involved (possibly 12-14) and 

there was some concern about removing the American flags during that time.  Suggestion was 
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made to have the American flags remain on the four corners and the Farmers Market flags on the 

rest of the poles.  This was agreeable to the board. 

 

Budget Update.  Mr. Lapreay said the Town Manager submitted his budget with no changes to 

the proposed Recreation Department budget.  Now it goes to the Board of Finance. 

 

Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Galati to accept the 

report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried. 

 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware gave an update on maintenance items.  Brush cutting is completed in the parks.  

They will be doing the trail and the Crescent Lake trails in the weeks to come.  Tree pruning is 

done in downtown Southington with the pears.  Next they will work in Plantsville and a few 

areas in the parks. 

 

Mr. Manware wanted the board to be aware that he was asked to do an extensive research report 

on the ice rink including hours spent on it since its inception.  Unfortunately, there has not been 

any ice skating this year due to the warm weather.   

 

Equipment maintenance was tackled last month, including the pool vacs which are high 

maintenance.  He is having them tested at the YMCA.  Some needed work was done on the 

playground equipment at Panthorn.  They are putting some dollars into the paint striping 

machine to keep it in good shape for the near future.  It was close to being in need of 

replacement but it is okay for now.  Some extra snow maintenance was done, including clearing 

the courts so kids could play basketball and tennis. 

 

Sport League Buildings.  Chairman Fasulo said he had a meeting with Mark Sciota, Mike 

Manware and Annette Turnquist about the buildings.  They reviewed the list and pictures 

compiled by Mr. Manware and Dom Perone.  Purpose of the meeting was to identify whether the 

town is going to be responsible for the repairs or the leagues.  Mark Sciota had a clear-cut way of 

doing it.  They went through the list and marked who is responsible for each of the buildings.  

Mark Sciota will speak with the leagues regarding their responsibility.  

 

Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of 

Parks, seconded by Commissioner Romano.  Motion carried. 

 

REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS, DIRECTOR OF RECREATION AND 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS:  No reports. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:   

1.  Field Rental Fees.  Unfortunately, since all members are not present, this item was tabled 

until the next meeting.  Hopefully a vote can be taken at that time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
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ADJOURNMENT:  Commissioner Romano made a motion to adjourn; seconded by Galati.  

Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Patricia Berardinelli 

      Recording Secretary 


